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Hi! Welcome to the XMPie uCreate Print training.

This is the first tutorial in the series during which will
create a fully variable dynamic document using
uCreate Print and InDesign.

Our sample project is a self-mailer invitation for
prospective students to attend the EDU University
open day.

The purpose of this first tutorial is to download and
explore the tutorial files, as well as to understand the
customer brief and what we need to do.

| will approach this like a real-world customer job so
you can see some of the things you might need to
check and plan for in your future VDP projects.
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TUTORIAL 1 - Project planning

To start, download the resources zip file from the
Module Info tab.

There is a PDF included in the ZIP file that will go into
more detail.
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Course: uCreate Print Training

Meodule: TUTORIAL 1 - Project planning

Length: 5m 30s

Level: Easy

Usage: This module has been watched O times.

Resource files: Dcwn\o%ZIP

Transcript: B4

Description:

In this tutorial module we download the resource files, understand the
customer brief, check the data, gather the resources and assets, and start to
plan the content objects for our first VDP template.

You can read the document later at your leisure, but |
will use this diagram to talk about the customer's
requirements.

EDU-Open-House-Tutorial-1 » v O Search EDU-Open-House-

~

Name Date modified Type

assets
resources
R EDU Postcard €C2015.indd
i £0U Posteard €C2017.indd
T EDU Static.idml
@] EDU_Scores.csv
] EDU201x Prospective Students.csv
" TUTORIAL-1_Project-planning.pdf

Generally, | want to get an idea of what is changing in
the document in terms of text, images or object
visibility in this case. And importantly, what is going
to trigger the change.

For example, these objects all change based on the
School the student is interested in attending, and this
one changes based on the student's Grade Average.

Understanding what changes will help you identify
and gather all the right asset materials — the School
images for example.

And understanding what triggers the change will
point you toward checking the data to ensure that
you have the required information, that it is
consistent and in a format you can use.

So, let's start by looking at the data.
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In this case, the data is CSV which is a bit hard to look
at in a text editor, so | will import it into Excel.

When you are checking data like this with Excel, it is
important not to re-save it unless you understand
what might change.

| know that Excel is wanting to change these postal
codes because they are missing a zero at the front. I'll
change Excel so it treats this column as text.
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And the same for the IMBSample data. This is the
information for the Intelligent Mail barcode and
because the number is so long, Excel will try to
change it to scientific notation.
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For our project we need to change the School photo
in the document, so here in the data, we can see that
we need images for Medicine, Law and Engineering
Schools.

We can also see that there are records with blanks —
or no School value is defined. This tells us that we will
need to have a general or generic image and write a
rule to show this image instead of the School image if
there is no value.

Table Name:
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EDU01x Prospe| B Remove Duplicates

B ResieTable | B ConverttoRange. b [ e Banded Rows (] Banded Colurns
Propertes Toos External Table Data Table Sty Options Table Sties ~
i - % | school v
A 5 c o 3 v s " s =
£ Firsthame [ LastName [ streetaddress B streetaddress2 B city B state B zipcode B Gender| iradevg B Emailaddress
2 [Salvador  Randolph 866 Hilltop Street Apt2s Wilbraham MA 01095 m 5 SalvadorR@sony
3 chi Cotton 588 Frank Avenue Springield M omos  f Engineering 83 Chic@somefaky
4 |Lauretta-Leigh Navarrete 4399 Trouser Leg Road Unit2 Springfield MA 003 m Engineering 95 Lauretta-Leighe
5 Yolanda Tourville 1411 Kennedy Court Worcester maA o0 f 87 YolandaT@som|
5 [fita Nock 840C street Framingham mA o2 f 83 RitaN@somefal
7 [Dorothy Beaumont 2835 Smith street Levela Framingham ma o2t 76 DorothyB@som
& [Anthony  ritton 132 Russell Street Acton MA 0720 m 81 AnthonyB@sony
9 [senny Race 3067 peariman Avenue Bedford mA o0 f Law 94 JennyR@somef
10|Maria Price 2636 Rainy Day Drive Woburn mA o1 f Law 94 Mariap@somef.
11t smith 4230 Tenmile Road Burlington mA o103 f Law 79 Altas@somefak
12|Gwendolyn  Hernandez 3971 Hampton Meadows Haverhill mA om0 f Law 82 GwendolynH@:
13|Michelle Labrecque 1698 Levy Court Lawrence mA om0 f Law 100 MichelleL@sor
14 Angie Mifflin 1982 Hampton Meadows West Newbury mA  owsss  f 57 AngieM@some.
15| Michael Danek 1554 Huntz Lane Foxboro MA 0035 m Engineering 91 Michaelb@som
16| william Cowles 1786 Gerald L. Bates Drive. Boston MA 0107 m Engineering 99 WilliamC@som|
17|Stephanie  Whittenburg 1183 Russell Street Boston mA om0 f Law 84 Stephaniew@s,
18 eddie Harvey 1410 Tenmile Road Boston MA 0110 m ey 83 EddieH@somef
19 Ruben sears 2159 Lynn street Boston A oms  m 80 Rubens@somef
20|iyle Dixon 96Lynn Street South Boston mMA 0127 m 59 LyleD@somefal
21 [pavid Kurtz 658 Cedar Lane East Boston MA 018 m Medicine 85 Davidk@somef.
22 [clyde Navarrete 335 Rockford Road Charlestown MA 019 m Engineering 99 ClydeN@somef
23 [Gloria York 169 Lyon Avenue West Roxbury A onm  f Law 50 GloriaY@somef
2% |lexander  Caves 2508 Ferguson Street Cambridge mMA  ona1  m Medicine 87 Alexanderc@sc
25 [steven Jones Cambridee o1 m Medicine

The other field to note was the Grade Average and it
seems like there are scores for all students.
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Steven

While we are looking at the data, it is also a good
idea to ask your customer if the data they provided
has been cleaned and had the address verified by a
mailing service.

For a small fee, this kind of service can dramatically
improve deliverability of mail, and therefore increase
the response or results of the campaign.

The service can also add the code that needs to be
added into postal barcodes like the USPS Intelligent
Mail routing code seen here.
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Next' we need to gather those resources. The ers\steve\Desktop\EDU-Open-House-Tutorial-\assets\images - =, 4
. . . nare View
unlverSIty has prOVIded a fOIder Of assets - the asset EDU-Open-House-Tutorial-1 > assets > images v O Search images P
images are all provided — we have one for each of the | » . 8 Datemodfied | Type Sie
Schools we saw in the data, and also a general one. = Engineering pof Adobe Acrobat D, #2K8
" General.pdf Adobe Acrobat D... 1,068 KB
= Law.pdf Adobe Acrobat D... 266 KB
% Medicine.pdf 20164:49PM  Adobe Acrobat D... 3%4 KB
N
There |S also a folder- of teXt f|le assets. These are the ers\steve\Desktop\EDU-Open-House-Tutorial-\assets\text files - [m] > 4
. ' are View
dlfferent agendas for eaCh SChoo' s Open day EDU-Open-House-Tutorial-1 » assets » textfiles v O Search text files r
activities. Again, we have one for each of the B e - Datemodiied | Type Size
required Schools and a general one. But the files are e Etheiliety [EEE 1
. i i 5] Law Jkn house schedule.txt Text Document 23KB
not names consistently. We can write a rule to pick [ medicial - OpenHouse Schedle.t M Tet Document ke
[-] Open House engineering schedule.tt Text Document 23K8

the right file, but personally | would consider
renaming the files.

A quick note here about the folder structure. These

files that will be pulled into the document based on

rules are referred to as assets and should be located
in one folder.

In your future projects, you should do the same
thing. Having to search through thousands of files will
take time when it comes to processing your file, and
if you will later work with the server, uploading
unnecessary files will also cause you delays.

Other files needed for the document — such as logos
and other graphics that will be the same for all
records — should be in a separate folder. XMPie refers
to these as resources.

EDU-Open-House-Tytorial-1 >

"

Date modified

Name

assets
resources
il EDU Postcard CC2015.ndd
A EDU Postcard €C2017.indd
T EDU Static.idml
[1:) EDU_Scores.csv
) EDU201x Prospective Students.csv
=X TUTORIAL-1_Project-planning.pdf

v o

Search EDU-Open-House-Tut.. @
Type Size

File folder

File folder

InDesign Document
InDesign Document
InDesign Markup
Microsoft Excel C...
Microsoft Excel C..
Adobe Acrobat D...

Next, look at the sample document the university
provided.

First, | can see that no fonts were missing when |
opened the document.

| can see that the Object styles have the School
colors defined, so we don't need to worry about
getting those color definitions.

And the character styles have the blue and white
styles that will be required for the variable text color.




Next, is general prepress best practices. Check the
size of the images in the document,

and check the images in Photoshop to ensure the size
and resolution is not too big or to small.

Many customers new to VDP find it easiest to plan
out all of the Content objects they need before they
start. Listing down the name, type and some
information about each of the Content objects helps
to make sure that everything has been covered and
anything missing is found before you start. A list is
even more important if you have several people
working on the same project — it will help keep
everyone on the same page.

The 3" module in the tutorial PDF gives you a sample
Content object list for this project.

uCreate Print is very flexible and you can add and
edit things as you go. When you create a list for your
future projects, use the process to help you plan -
don't feel that you must have everything
documented before you can start.
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Content object list

Welcome to
EDU University;

[ Tcontent objects automatically created from data source fields |

|| content abjects to create manually

Name Type Description Notes
Firstriamea Text
Lastnama Teut
Streethddress Text
StreestAddress2 | Text Need to handle records with no
second address line so there are no
gaps in the address block.
City Text Need to format in upper casa for
the address.
State Text
ZipCode Text
Gender Text
Schoal Text
Gradefvg Text
EmailAddress Text
Birthday Text
PLRL Text
IMBSample Teut
SortiD Text
Tray Taxt
Marker Text
School photo Graphic Basad on School data source: | Maad to show generalimage i
fiald. school is empty.
Discount Text Basad on School data source | If School = Engineering then 20
field. alsa 15,
Schoolar Text Based on School data saurce | If Schoal is ampty, show "EDL
University field. University” otherwise "the School
of " & School name.
Scholarship islbility Based on Gradedve data Vislble if GradeAve > 85,
source fiald
School calar Style Basad on Schaook data source | Change the backgreund colar to
field. the Schiool color.
Taxt color Styla Based on School data source | Change the text color to buaifthe
fiald. School = Medicine. Else use white
et
Agenda TextFile Based on School data source | Select to import the correct
fiald. agenda taxt fila based on the
Schoal.
Postal barcoda Graphic Display the IMBSample data as
USPS Intelligent Mail barcode,
OR Code Graphic Display the campaign personal
URL a5 3 OR Coda.
ulmage Graphic Usa the uh'hag:e package created
in Tutarial 6 to create personalized
images.
Chart Takle Basad on School data source | Selact tha EDU Scores data for the
fild. relevant Schoal
Chart visibility Visibility Basad on School data source | Show Chart [ayer if School is
fiald. empty. Else, show the naw uChart
layer.




